Minutes of the 3 May 2023 Council Board Meeting
The Monthly meeting was held virtually and was called order at 10:00 by President CW4 Jay Garbus, USA (Ret).  A quorum was present. The following were present:
President CW4 Jay Garbus, USA (Ret)				CAPT Randall Ramian, USN (Ret)
1st Vice President CDR Ken Klassen, USN (Ret)		LTC Joe Anderson, USA (Ret)
2nd Vice President LCDR Mark Sandvigen, USN (Ret)		COL Walt Havenstein, USMC (Ret)
Immediate Past President COL Jim Brumit, USA (Ret)	COL Herb Segal, USA (Ret)
Secretary Sue Harris, SOM					Capt. Donna Culp, USAF (Fmr)
Treasurer Col Ken Hillman, USMC (Ret)			LTC Davy Davenport, USA (Ret)
Surviving Spouse Liaison Dr. Vivienne Wersel		LCDR Steve Tucker, USN (Ret)
Health and Welfare MAJ Leon Rooks, USAR (Ret)

CDR Ken Klassen, USN (Ret) moved that the minutes of the April meeting be approved. LTC Joe Anderson, USA (Ret) seconded it and it passed.

Treasurer COL Ken Hillman, USMC (Ret) presented the treasurer’s report. COL Walt Havenstein, USMC (Ret) moved to accept the report. LCDR Steve Tucker, USN (Ret) seconded it and it was approved.

President CW4 Jay Garbus, USA (Ret) has the Harris Communication Awards. They will be mailed to each Chapter unless you request an in-person presentation. Erin Stone has asked for additional help from the Council with Chapter status.

1st Vice President CDR Ken Klassen, USN (Ret) reported that membership is doing a little better than last year. There is an uptick in enthusiasm and he suggests having a summer social event. These seems to be helpful with getting new members and interest from current and new members. There are 28,000 National members in North Carolina but a small percentage belong to a local Chapter. We need more help from National because some national members are not even aware of local chapters. LCDR Mark Sandvigen, USN (Ret) stated that General Kelly’s focus seems to be on people who have retired from the military AND a second career. COL Jim Brumit, USA (Ret) noted that 18 months ago the focus was on young people so the focus for recruiting new members is reversed. COL Walt Havenstein, USMC (Ret) suggests that local chapters base their focus on local demographics. The new target date for the new IT Program is now September.

Immediate Council Past President COL Jim Brumit, USA (Ret) said that three Meet and Greets have been held with a total new membership of only six. Jim recommends that all Meet and Greets be postponed until there is more help from National. COL Herb Segal, USA (Ret) said that the National Staff didn’t cooperate on mailing invites for a Meet and Greet, so the event was cancelled. He has sent information to Erin asking for more help and has not heard back. CW4 Jay Garbus, USA (Ret) suggested a Zoom meeting with Jim Carman to address these issues. He will contact Jim.     Jim Brumit said that Piedmont had a scheduled Meet and Greet with NO RSVPs.  Mark Sandvigen asked why MOAA doesn’t automatically assign new national members to a Chapter?  Capt. Donna Culp, USAF (Fmr) aid that people misunderstand what the Unsubscribe list is for and they think it is so they don’t get advertisements.  Erin said it was the wrong list. There is no room for zip codes on the lists from National.  Jay will set up a zoom with Jim Carman during his workday. 

Ken Klassen gave a cruise update. He is still getting late requests and refers them to the travel agent. We have over 100 people registered. The speaker has condensed his presentations into four 90 minute talks, one per day. A cocktail party for our group is being planned.

Chairman of the Nominating Committee Jim Brumit will send a letter in early July to all Chapter presidents asking for people who want to be considered for a Council office. 

2nd Vice President LCDR Mark Sandvigen, USN (Ret) reported that the NC delegation to Washington for the Advocacy in Action met with 100% of our state 2 Senators and 14 Representatives. Dr. Vivienne Wersel and Capt. Donna Culp, USAF (Fmr) were the other NC delegates.  Vivienne ends her meeting with “Can I follow up with you?” in order to cultivate a relationship with them. Reports are in a WordDoc on the state website. Ken Klassen wants reports sent to the chapters. Donna Culp reminds national not to neglect rural areas; for example not being affiliated with pharmacies creates a hardship if only one or two pharmacies in an area.

Vivienne Wersel said the Surviving Spouse newsletter is waiting for the DoD survivors form. The SSLs have quarterly meetings on Zoom with an open mic in May.

LTC Joe Anderson, USA (Ret) will give a report on Charlotte-Metrolina’s 50th Anniversary at the next meeting.

COL Walt Havenstein, USMC (Ret) will report on the Sandhills Chapter next month.

The meeting adjourned at 11:15.




